
EI
CA

M
In

tE
rd

Is
CI

pl
In

Ar
y 

st
ud

y 
of

 E
Ar

ly
 M

Ed
IE

vA
l 

Co
M

M
un

It
IE

s 
 

(5
th

-1
1t

h 
CE

nt
ur

IE
s)

. t
hE

 p
Ar

tI
Cu

lA
r 

CA
sE

 o
f 

vI
sE

u’
s 

tE
rr

It
or

y

Nova University of Lisbon  
Faculty of Social and Human Sciences

Faculdade de Ciências  
Sociais e Humanas  

Av. Berna, 26 C 
1069-061 Lisbon, Portugal

HTTP://IEM.FCSH.UNL.PT 
+ 351 217908300 

@: iem.geral@fcsh.unl.pt



EICAM – IntErdIsCIplInAry study of 
EArly MEdIEvAl CoMMunItIEs  
(5th-11th CEnturIEs). thE pArtICulAr 
CAsE of vIsEu’s tErrItory
2013-2015

The project EICAM is developed in the framework of 
the Instituto de Estudos Medievais (IEM) of the Facul-
ty of Humanities and Social Sciences – Universidade 
Nova de Lisboa, Portugal. 

The project is funded by the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation and has the support of several other 
institutions: Arqueohoje, Diocese of Viseu, Munici-
palities of  Viseu, Celorico da Beira & Sátão, among 
others. 

 The main purpose is to study the relationship be-
tween an urban center and its suburbs during the 
Early Middle Ages, combining the skills of an inter-
disciplinary team including archaeologists, art histo-
rians and early middle ages experts of international 
standing. The particular case chosen to develop this 
kind of research project was the territory of Viseu 
(centre of Portugal). Viseu was not a random choice. 
According to written sources, it was an area of ma-
jor political importance, whether as Episcopal center 
(6th to 10th centuries) or as an aristocratic court (9th 
to 12th centuries). An international and interdiscipli-
nary approach will provide not only knowledge on 
the social and territorial changing processes but also 
on new strategies of exercising power and adminis-
trative organization.
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