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Project hosted in Institute of Medieval Studies (IEM) of 
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences – Uni-
versidade Nova de Lisboa. Associate research cen-
tres: CHAM, IHC, IICT. Participant Institutions: Casa 
de Velázquez, Laboratoire de Recherche I.T.E.M., U. 
de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour.

The project aims to:
1) study the context of production of private archives 

of noble families and the uses to which these ar-
chives were submitted to (history of the families- 
history of the archives – history of the inventories 
and their logicales);

2) describe, in diplomatic and archivistical terms, 
the archives of the noble families being studied, 
and to make their instruments of description freely 
available electronically, in open access;

3) promote the study, reflection and edition of a clus-
ter of studies on the nature of the inventories, as 
seen from an historical and anthropological, ar-
chivistical and epistemological perspective, taking 
into account the important question of the histo-
riography and archival uses of such repositories 
of memory.

In order to make the presentation and dissemina-
tion of the outputs of the project accessible to all in 
an open access medium, a webpage will host all 
the descriptions of the archives, and the inventories 
studied (with software ICA-AToM). We will host one 
PhD Seminar and one advanced research workshop, 
all of which will contribute to a group of essays to 
be published in an online e-book, to appear on the 
same web page of the project.
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